4       THE CYCLE OF SPRING

If it please Your Majesty, it is time
to go to the Court.

Time to go ?    Yes, time to go, but
not to the Court.

What does Your Majesty mean ?

Haven't you heard ?    The bell has
just been rung to dismiss the Court.

When ?    What bell ?    We haven't
heard any bell.

How could you hear ?    They have
rung it in my ears alone.

Oh,  Sire.    No  one  can have had
the impertinence to do that.

Vizier !    They are ringing it now.

Pardon   me,   Sire,   if   I   am   very
stupid ;   but I cannot understand.

Look at this, Vizier, look at this.
Your Majesty's hair-----

Can't you see there's a bell-ringer
there ?